Collaboration Art-
Riverbend, STAC and more

Barbara Fontana Yontz 2022



Riverbend Maximum Security Institution
Nashville, Tennessee

The overall mission of the prison is to house and manage high-
risk male offenders to ensure the safety of the public,
departmental employees and offenders while providing
rehabilitative programs.

Our class existed as one
of the ‘rehabilitative’
programs.



We started our
program at
Riverbend with
13 men on the
inside of Unit 2,
The Death Row
Unit, and a
group of artists
and students
from Watkins
College of Art.
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OFFENDERS PARENTS YOUTH COMMUNITY BUILDERS VICTIMS

The Form of Reform, January 2020

Another exhibition in
NES WIERYES
organized by the
Curb Center at
Vanderbilt
University.

Included was much
of the artwork done
by the men in our

class at Riverbend.



Here are
some of the
works from
that exhibition.
Some had
been exhibited
previously.

Collaboration Drawing from the inside: Barbara Yontz, Robin
Paris, Tom Williams, Wayne, Abu Ali, Akil, Donald,




Here are
some of the
works from
that exhibition.
Some had
been exhibited
previously.

Graphite and color pencil drawings, Nick




Here are
some of the
works from
that exhibition.
Some had
been exhibited
previously.

& Lil Black Boy

from twe young lovers
south.A 1il black
@ £ind aplace he can
, me. -6arch1ng for the truth
of an story, he once heard
\‘F(-)Cﬁ lJand Of The Free” Oh!
\r»t BLOZY didrn’'t include, 2 1il
black Poy like me. Left behind,
ofter hungry, feeling the world
& 2ingt me, but yet never
P singing. "Oneday,One day,
'Y gonna read about me,sven the
ones vho found me guilty without
truly knowing., " A
1411 black boy like
me .

Py: Akil

Sculpture of a shoe on grass, Akil (because they never walk
on grass. Graphite drawing with poem, Akil.



Here are
some of the
works from
that exhibition.
Some had
been exhibited
previously.

Collaborations: Lauren Ashley and Tyrone. Lauren did an
internship in Ghana. She sent back photos that | printed and
brought inside. Tyrone drew local birds on top.




Collaborations: Lauren Ashley and Tyrone. Lauren did an
internship in Ghana. She sent back photos that | printed and
brought inside. Tyrone drew on top. These are from a slave
transport station.



Lauren Hernandez, STAC student and Tyrone
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Collaborations: The Gift, Barbara Yontz, the men on Unit 2.
The men made these origami butterflies for me when my
mother died. | used them to create this sculpture. Paper, Hog
Gut, Steel, Silk Thread.




Abu Ali, mixed media sculpture with sound. Tells a mythic
story of his Native American tradition.



Installation shots.




Riverbend closed our class in March of 2020 because of the
Pandemic. We have not been able to reenter the prison. In
the mean-time | have been corresponding via letters. Much
has happened.



